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Introduction 

The 2015 Legislative Agenda presents the federal, state, and local and regional economic development 
policy and legislative priorities for the CenterState Corporation for Economic Opportunity (CenterState 
CEO).  These proposals reflect input from CenterState CEO’s key constituencies including its business 
members, Chamber Alliance Partners, peer economic development organizations, and public policy 
entities such as the Brookings Institution. 
  
The 2015 Legislative Agenda is shared with all CenterState CEO members, elected officials in the region, 
and the media. 
 
Questions or requests for additional information should be directed to the staff member identified with 
each topic. 
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FEDERAL 

Business Competitiveness 

 

Data to Decisions and the One Institute for the Internet of Everything 
The Metropolitan Business Plan, developed by CenterState CEO with assistance from the Brookings 
Institution and the Battelle Technology Partnership Practice, recommends that the region develop its 
capabilities in "Data to Decisions" (D2D), a technology platform that supports the growth of multiple 
industries in the region such as digital electronics, environmental technology, financial services, 
agriculture and medical equipment.  More than 50 businesses in the region with over 9,000 employees 
currently possess capabilities in this field.  
 
The focus of the effort will be to enable and secure the "Internet of Things" (IoT) (PCs, smart phones, 
tablets, smart cars, smart television, the smart grid, wearables, home automation, health, finance, retail, 
UAS, etc.).  Excluding smart phones and tablets, it is anticipated there will be a thirty fold growth in the 
number of connected devices by the year 2020.  
 
Regional expertise is found at the Air Force Research Laboratory in Rome, colleges and universities such 
as Cornell University, Syracuse University, Clarkson University, SUNY Polytechnic Institute (formerly 
SUNYIT), SUNY Oswego, and nearby universities such as RIT and RPI.  The region’s growing 
entrepreneurial ecosystem - which includes new business incubators and accelerators, new sources of 
seed capital, mentoring, and a growing number of specialized research centers at regional universities – 
is also an important asset for the support of D2D. 
 
CenterState CEO’s goal is to catalyze significant economic growth by leveraging these embedded 
regional strengths through an initiative called the One Institute for the Internet of Everything (OIIE).  
The OIIE will develop "best-in-the-world" capabilities across this platform, including sensing, telematics, 
M2M communication, architecture, system integration, dynamic databases and real time decisions, and 
will have three primary functions and components: 
1. research and development; 
2. a certification laboratory; and 
3. a commercialization focus to move technology to the private sector, and to assist new ventures in 

this field secure financing and grow. 
 
The One Institute will need $40 million over three years, anticipating Institute facilities in Ithaca, 
Syracuse, and Utica/Rome locations.  According to local industry leaders, in its first seven years the One 
Institute is expected to generate $910 million in economic return, 1,000 high quality jobs, 132 startups, 
and $310 million in annual recurring impact in year seven, providing a core for future growth and more 
reasons for young talented college graduates to remain in the region.  More importantly, this initiative 
will catalyze growth in at least five industries cited above, magnifying its impact across the entire region. 
 
CenterState CEO will work with its Senate and House delegation to identify and successfully compete for 
projects, grants, contracts, and other opportunities with a focus on funding the OIIE.   
 
Contact: David Mankiewicz, Senior Vice President, Infrastructure and Urban Initiatives 
  dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1942 

mailto:dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com
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The NUAIR Alliance and UAS Industry 
After receiving official FAA designation as a unmanned aerial systems (UAS) Test Site operator for New 
York and Massachusetts on December 30, 2013, NUAIR became operational in August, 2014 with the 
granting of its first Certificate of Authorization (COA) for its first test flight.  In 2014 the NUAIR Alliance 
conducted 45 test flights under 12 COAs.  In November 2014, Lockheed Martin and Kaman Aerospace 
Corporation conducted a successful week long testing and a special demonstration day featuring its 
KMax optionally piloted helicopter and Indago small rotocopter for the U.S. Department of Interior and 
more than 100 attendees.  In December 2014, NUAIR was awarded $4 million from the New York State 
Regional Economic Development Council competition to install a unique ground based sense and avoid 
system at Griffiss International Airport, the first of its kind in the U.S., which will be fully operational by 
the end of 2015. 
 
FAA Reauthorization and Appropriations  
To continue the NUAIR Alliance’s mission of testing UAS for safe integration into the national airspace 
and grow the industry in New York State and the U.S., CenterState CEO supports the following: 

 UAS Test Site Research Program - Support the creation of a competitive FAA UAS Test Site Grant 
Program to support research at the six federal test sites in the FAA Reauthorization Bill. 

 UAS Test Site Utilization - Support other UAS Test Site provisions being developed by the Test Site 
Consortium to promote the viability of the six federal test sites. 
o Federal funding to the FAA and the FAA Tech Center for research and development activities 

directly related to UAS, including development of ground based sense and avoid capabilities that 
will utilize the six federal test sites.   

o Extension of the test site authorization beyond 2017 until at least 2020.  Due to the FAA’s late 
designation of test sites, the extension is needed to allow the test sites and the industry a full 
five years of activity to conduct testing and research activities. 

o Delegate FAA authority to certify operators and platforms for commercial use to the test sites.  
The FAA has historically used designated and certified individuals and organizations to perform 
various certification functions for aircraft airworthiness, pilot licensing, etc.  The test sites seek 
the same method to aid the FAA and the UAS industry in meeting the demands for aircraft 
safety certification, experimental certification, pilot and observer training, processing Section 
333 exemptions, etc.  The FAA does not have the internal resources to respond to the increasing 
level of such certifications.   

o Authorization of Airport Improvement Project (AIP) funds for UAS related infrastructure at 
airports (i.e. Ground Based Sense and Avoid Radar).  AIP provides grants for the planning and 
development of public-use airports.  Eligible projects include those improvements related to 
airport safety, capacity, security, and environmental concerns. In general, sponsors can use AIP 
funds on most airfield capital improvements or repairs and in some specific situations, for 
terminals, hangars, and nonaviation development.  Currently all UAS related infrastructure, 
planning, development, and equipment are not AIP eligible.  Because airports across the nation 
need new radar capabilities, hangars, other development and infrastructure to accommodate 
UAS, we urge that AIP rules and regulations be updated to accommodate UAS related projects 
and infrastructure.  Opening this program will also aid the six UAS test sites in equipping and 
developing their capabilities to fulfill their mission as set out by Congress.   

 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 

mailto:dwarner@centerstateceo.com
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Export Promotion and Expansion 
The Metropolitan Export Initiative (MEI), launched in 2012 with the Brookings Institution, is moving 
toward its goal of doubling exports within five years for the 12-county CenterState New York 
region.  Exports from the region were $6.7 billion in 2009 and reached $8.6 billion in 2012. 
 
There are multiple reasons why the region should continue toward this goal.  First, as 95 percent of the 
world's consumers live outside the United States, it is increasingly necessary to build international 
markets for U.S. goods. Second, studies indicate that exporting industries tend to pay higher wages than 
non-exporting industries.  Ultimately, to meet the challenge of foreign competition, it is essential that 
U.S. industries learn to compete globally, or face the prospect of a foreign competitor arriving here and 
competing for U.S. domestic markets.   
 
To continue to increase exports, local, state, and federal entities need to work seamlessly, at home and 
abroad, to support companies that export products and services.  Several efforts are already underway. 
 
The Central New York International Business Alliance (CNYIBA) has taken on the role of export advocate, 
educator, mentor and promoter, as well as connecting exporters to export service firms.  It is the Small 
Business Administration's designated regional export assistance center, with its operations largely 
underwritten through grants and financial support from federal, state and private sources.  Putting the 
CNYIBA and its counterparts across the state on a more firm financial footing could greatly enhance 
export support.  New York State is also taking a leadership role on this issue with the creation of its 
Global NY initiative to assist companies that want to increase exports, as well as the Governor’s active 
role in export promotion. 
 
Lastly, the federal government maintains a leadership role through its adoption of numerous trade 
agreements, export promotion and financing, and assuring that there is a level playing field for U.S. 
exporters. 
  
These roles need to be maintained and enhanced if this region is to continue to increase exports.  Far 
too few businesses in the United States are currently involved in exporting.  Estimates indicate that only 
1 percent of all U.S. businesses export, and that only 1/2 of 1 percent sell to more than one 
country.  Overcoming that limitation and getting more companies to prepare for trade will be critical to 
increasing the region's exporting, employment and prosperity. 
 
Contact: David Mankiewicz, Senior Vice President, Infrastructure and Urban Initiatives 
  dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1942 
 
Ex-Im Bank 
The Export-Import Bank of the United States (Ex-Im Bank) is the official export credit agency of the 
United States. Its mission is to assist in financing the export of U.S. goods and services to international 
markets. Ex-Im Bank enables U.S. companies — large and small — to turn export opportunities into real 
sales that help retain and create U.S. jobs and economic activity. Ex-Im Bank provides working capital 
guarantees (pre-export financing); export credit insurance; loan guarantees and direct loans (buyer 
financing). On average, more than 85 percent of its transactions directly benefit small businesses. The 
Bank has been self-sustaining since 2008 and sends its profits to the federal government.  In recent 

mailto:dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com


 

 6 

 

years, more than 45 firms in our four regional congressional districts have received $324 million in 
assistance. 
 
The Ex-Im Bank’s authorization is due to expire on September 30, 2015. Given its growing effectiveness 
in this region, Center State CEO supports the extension of this authorization.  The ongoing 
implementation of the regional Metropolitan Export Initiative (MEI), through its marketing and 
outreach, has increased awareness and use of Ex-Im Bank programs.  As outreach continues through the 
MEI and the CNY IBA, more firms are poised to use these services in 2015 and beyond.  Continuation of 
the Ex-Im Bank will enable more businesses, especially smaller firms, to export their products and 
services. 
 
Legislation has been introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives (H.R. 597 – The Reform Exports 
and Expand the American Economy Act) to extend the Ex-Im Bank and provide some reforms.  Among its 
58 cosponsors are local Representatives Hanna, Katko and Reed.  We appreciate their support and urge 
passage of this legislation. 
 
Contact: David Mankiewicz, Senior Vice President, Infrastructure and Urban Initiatives 
  dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1942 
 
Trans Pacific Trade Agreement (TPP) 
Enactment of the TPP will further facilitate the goals of the regional MEI to increase regional export 
activity.  The TPP includes 12 countries and represents 40 percent of all global trade.  In particular, the 
broader Asia – Pacific region is a target area for the MEI which already represents 60 percent of total US 
goods exported in 2012 and the market is growing. TPP countries include: Australia, Brunei Darussalam, 
Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam.  The large and 
growing markets of the Asia-Pacific region are already key markets for U.S. manufactured goods, 
agricultural products and service suppliers.  Passage of the TPP will further open and facilitate trade in 
these market-rich countries with both regional and national positive impacts.   
 
CenterState CEO supports passage of TPP because a more open market will significantly expand 
opportunities and provide motivation for companies in the region to expand their exporting activities or 
enter these markets for the first time.   
 
Contact: David Mankiewicz, Senior Vice President, Infrastructure and Urban Initiatives 
  dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1942 
 
Immigration and Visa Challenges 

 Permanent residency (i.e., green cards) for STEM graduates from colleges and universities – 
CenterState CEO supports and urges the passage of federal legislation to grant permanent residency 
to international students who receive STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) graduate 
degrees.  This program would help address employment requirements at many of the region’s high 
technology companies especially in light of the high number of foreign students attending the 
region’s institutions of higher learning. 

 Increasing the cap on H-1B visas – Last year the allotment of H-1B visas (85,000) was filled in one 
week.  Applications were up from 125,000 the year before to 172,500.  Since these visas are for skills 
and positions that cannot be otherwise filled, raising the cap will increase the number of domestic 
jobs and benefit the companies who are challenged to fill these positions. 

mailto:dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com
mailto:dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com
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 Increase the number of J-1 Graduate Medical Education visas – Currently the J1 visa cap continues 
at the long ago set number of 30 per state per year.  Increasing the cap will address critical 
shortages of medical professionals and specialists, especially in underserved areas of our state and 
the nation.   New York State, with a significant number of graduate medical educational institutions 
and large population, should be able to retain more of these highly skilled individuals.   

 
Contact: David Mankiewicz, Senior Vice President, Infrastructure and Urban Initiatives 
  dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1942 
 
Medical Device Tax 
This tax was put in place in connection with the Affordable Health Care Act, imposing a 2.3 percent 
excise tax on manufacturers of medical devices.  Much of this cost and the administrative and 
compliance costs are passed on to customers. Estimates are that the industry wide cost is $38 billion 
over ten years.  This tax also reduced income and payroll taxes in this industry and may be reducing 
research and development activities by the affected manufacturers.  The Advanced Medical Technology 
Association has estimated this tax will cost the U.S. 39,000 jobs over five years.   
 
Firms in the CenterState New York region were negatively impacted by this tax.  Welch Allyn, for 
example, reduced its worldwide employment level by 275 jobs in 2012 as a result of this tax.  
CenterState CEO believes a number of businesses in our region would benefit from elimination of this 
tax.  We urge our Senators and Congressional Representatives to support the Protect Medical 
Innovation Act of 2015 H.R 160.   
 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
   
 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
 
Interstate 81 
The process to determine a replacement for the elevated portion of Interstate 81 through the City of 
Syracuse is moving forward, and as of this writing, the community is awaiting the New York State 
Department of Transportation's (NYSDOT) release of the Final Scoping Report detailing which 
alternatives will be recommended for further study and environmental assessment.  While most of I-81 
between its intersections with I-481 will be rehabilitated, the elevated portion, known as the viaduct, 
between Downtown and University Hill will undergo a significant change of character, no matter what 
solution is selected.  The reconstruction of the highway segment will likely be one of the largest public 
infrastructure investments in Central New York, with cost estimates ranging from $1.1 billion to $2.6 
billion.  The viaduct is the only segment on the entire length of I-81 with a top speed of 45 mph.  It has 
also clearly reached the end of its useful life and needs major repair or replacement.  NYSDOT has 
estimated that the work may take anywhere from four to seven years to complete. 
 
CenterState CEO will continue to call for a transformative solution that will meet the region's 
transportation needs while respecting the neighborhoods through which it is passes and having a 
positive impact on the community's economy and sustainability. CenterState CEO wants to ensure that 
any replacement for the elevated viaduct minimizes the width of any roadway, avoids the need for 

mailto:dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com
mailto:dwarner@centerstateceo.com
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further eminent domain, and does not require the displacement of families, commercial businesses or 
not for profit institutions, nor require the demolition of historic properties. 
 
CenterState CEO also seeks a solution that does not simply relocate the traffic issues from the center 
city to the suburbs, but will result in a gain both for the city and suburbs that have grown up along I-
81.  We are hopeful that a solution will use a balance of transportation modes, and that opportunities to 
increase transit services for those areas of the region that could benefit from them will be explored.  We 
look forward to working with our partners in the federal, state and local governments, the private 
sector, and residents that will result in the type of solution that everyone can embrace. 
 
The Federal Highway Fund will be the main source of revenue for this project.  It is therefore critical that 
the Fund is appropriately resourced for this project to ensure that sufficient dollars are available for the 
best configuration of the replacement for I-81.  It remains critically important that the community’s 
interests be held above what may appear to be the least costly alternative.   
 
CenterState CEO will work with federal representatives to ensure that these funds are directed to this 
project so that the fifty year plus lifespan of the new I-81 optimizes the direct and indirect economic and 
community impacts of its new configuration.   
 
Contact: David Mankiewicz, Senior Vice President, Infrastructure and Urban Initiatives 
  dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1942 
 
 
Economic Development 
 
Historic Preservation Tax Credit  
The combination of federal and state rehabilitation tax credits is a proven, effective economic 
development tool for Upstate communities, and across the nation.  Since its inception, the federal 
Historic Preservation Tax Credit has restored 39,000 buildings, created 2.4 million jobs, and leveraged 
$109 billion in private investment, generating a 5:1 return on investment.  The cumulative $21 billion 
cost of the program has generated $26.6 billion in federal tax receipts.   More than $163 million in 
rehabilitation investments in the 12-county CenterState NY region have been spurred by the federal 
rehabilitation tax credits over the past decade.  More than 70 percent of applications from New York 
State come from Upstate New York projects.   
 
CenterState CEO urges the re-introduction of legislation to improve the program by: 

 Allowing an increase from 20 percent credit to 30 percent credit for smaller projects, of $7.5 million 
or less, thus extending the program into neighborhoods and Main Street revitalization in villages and 
smaller cities.   

 Providing an additional 2 percent credit for a building that is qualified energy efficient of 30 percent 
or more. 

 Change the placed–in-service requirement for non-historic rehabilitated buildings from before 1936 
to 50 years prior to the year in which the rehabilitation expenditures are taken into account. 

 Exempt the proceeds of a state historic tax credit from federal taxation. 

 Maintain funding levels for the New York State Historic Preservation Office, as this agency relies on 
federal dollars to administer its programs in New York.  

 

mailto:dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com
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Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
 
Hancock Field Air National Guard Base 
Hancock Field Air National Guard Base (HANG) and its 174th Attack Wing (ATKW) accounted for a more 
than $364 million economic impact and a job impact of 2,209 plus 101 construction jobs for the Central 
New York region in 2014-2015.  In 2014, the 174th ATKW spent $75 million in payroll, $9 million in 
construction, $5.59 million in services and $7.5 million in supplies and equipment material and indirectly 
created an estimated 396 jobs worth $18 million, according to their Economic Impact Analysis. 
 
Hancock Field is also home to the Military Entrance Processing Station, the 152nd Air Operations Group, 
the 274th Air Support Operations Squadron, 222nd Command and Control Squadron, New York Central 
Region Civil Air Patrol, the 27th NY ARNG Brigade Combat Team, the Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service and Columbia College.  Payroll includes more than 1,300 military personnel and over 400 civilian 
employees.  The Attack Wing’s 2014 economic impact of $115.4 million was an increase over the 2013 
impact of $111.3 million.  The Air Force plans to increase the overall number of MQ-9 Combat Air Patrols 
(CAP) to 60 in 2015, while adding 400 airmen to the MQ-9 community in an effort to address an 
enduring manpower requirement for trained MQ-9 pilots. 
 
Maintaining and enhancing the infrastructure and capabilities at Hancock Field is critical to the regional 
economy and the nation’s defenses.  Accordingly, CenterState CEO supports the base and its efforts to: 

 Secure $22.7 million for Ground Based Sense and Avoid Systems (GBSAA) - Currently, Air National 
Guard (ANG) units are prohibited by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) from flying their 
Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) in the National Airspace System (NAS) without an alternate means of 
compliance with Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) 91.113 Right-of-Way Rules to “see-and-avoid” 
other aircraft. A solution to this is to procure and install a DoD-approved GBSAA system that is both 
scalable and transportable at each ANG unit’s base of operation. The Army’s GBSAA system, which 
utilizes LSTAR radars, provides an alternate means of compliance to the FAR 91.113 rules and is an 
approved solution to UAS airspace integration by the Office of the Secretary of Defense and by the 
FAA. The GBSAA system will allow each unit to locate their Launch and Recovery Element (LRE) at 
their base of operation reducing the cost of training and increasing the operational efficiency of 
each unit. The objective is to ensure readiness of the Air National Guard MQ-9 RPA fleet. The $22.7 
million for GBSAA is identified by the Air National Guard as a key Domestic Capability Priority. 
 

 Support GBSAA inclusion in the House Appropriations Committee Subcommittee on Defense 
Report, Air National Guard Fiscal Year 2016 National Guard Reserve Equipment Account (NGREA) - 
Traditionally, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense includes a list of capabilities 
designated as “High Priority Items” in the Report to accompany the annual Fiscal Year Defense 
Appropriations Act. This list serves as congressional procurement guidance for the U.S National 
Guard. This list is generally a reflection of priorities the National Guard outlines in requirement 
documents entitled “Joint Domestic Operations Equipment Requirements” and “Domestic 
Capabilities Priorities.” GBSAA is included in the Guard’s 2015 documentation and should be 
supported as a candidate for inclusion in the House Defense Appropriations NGREA report 
language.    

 

 Support Air National Guard and FAA efforts to launch and recover UAS from Hancock International 
Airport - In August of 2014, the MQ-9 successfully demonstrated its first ever runway taxi at 

mailto:dwarner@centerstateceo.com
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Hancock Air Field. It was designed to show the next step toward allowing the MQ-9 to operate out 
of an airport that shares commercial space. Currently, pilots are stationed at ground controls inside 
Hancock Field with the launch and recovery element operating at Wheeler Sack Army Airfield at Fort 
Drum. Pilots operate the controls for unmanned aircraft over missions in Afghanistan and other 
overseas locations. Pilots at Hancock have also conducted 3,300 hours of training flights over New 
York. The FAA cleared Hancock last year to expand training areas and to transition from high altitude 
down to the field. Training flights are now operating over parts of Onondaga, Madison and Oswego 
counties. Working with the FAA, the 174th ATKW is planning to demonstrate MQ-9 takeoff and 
landing from Hancock in the next six months.  Launching and recovering MQ-9 from Hancock will 
save approximately $1 million per year and allow 50 percent more training time.  For now, the staff 
involved in take-off and landing and maintenance travel daily to Fort Drum. 

 
Contact: Lori Dietz, Vice President of Operations 
  ldietz@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1945 
 
Fort Drum (Watertown, NY) 
Fort Drum, home to the U.S. Army 10th Mountain Division and the single largest employer in Northern 
New York, is under consideration for a major force reduction as part of the Army’s overall reduction of 
personnel by as many as 70,000 soldiers.  Any reduction will have a detrimental effect on the North 
Country economy, and a major cut would be devastating, impacting approximately one third of the jobs 
and economic activity of the community.  The North Country community and the entire CenterState 
New York region contribute much to Fort Drum to distinguish it from the thirty bases under review.  
 
In 2014, Fort Drum’s economic impact of $1.3 billion on the three county region of Jefferson, Oswego 
and St. Lawrence counties was leveraged to support 17,269 soldiers, with a payroll of $866 million, and 
their 18,383 family members who live in the area.  In addition, the 2014 payroll for its 3,799 civilian 
workers was $230 million.  Fort Drum is a major customer for construction companies and suppliers of 
goods and services in Northern New York, having awarded 67 contracts valued at more than $2 million 
in 2014. 
 
CenterState CEO will collaborate with its U.S. Senators and regional members of the House of 
Representatives, the Fort Drum Regional Liaison Organization, the U.S. Army, NUAIR, and others to 
support maintenance of the personnel and activity level at Fort Drum.   
 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
 
Air Force Research Laboratory Information Directorate (AFRL)  (Rome, NY)  
 
The Air Force Research Laboratory Information Directorate (AFRL) in Rome, New York houses command, 
control, communications, cyber and intelligence research and operations for the Air Force and the 
nation.  The facility encompasses a 65 acre campus accommodating the Rome Research Site, 300 acres 
at the Stockbridge Controllable Contested Environment site and 78 acres at Newport, the largest facility 
of its kind in the world dedicated to evaluating antenna performance.  
 
 AFRL’s state of the art facilities provide a major economic impact on the region.  The total direct and 
indirect job count of 2,458 in 2013 generated a value of $186 million. As a center for innovation, 

mailto:ldietz@centerstateceo.com
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between 2007 and 2013 the AFRL was responsible for 65 disclosed patents and 74 invention disclosures.  
Research and development contracts awarded in 2013 within New York numbered 156 and totaled $270 
million.   
 
This concentration of expertise, technology and innovation directly relates to the Data to Decisions and 
the One Institute for the Internet of Everything project.  AFRL represents a huge asset and opportunity 
to contribute to and support this initiative, building upon AFRL’s capabilities for civil and commercial 
research and applications.   
 
CenterState CEO, in recognition of AFRL’s contributions to the regional economy, supports continued 
and increasing federal funding for AFRL in Rome in response to the growing need for its cyber and 
communications expertise and technology.  Further, CenterState CEO will increase its engagement with 
AFRL for D2D, the unmanned aerial systems industry and NUAIR, to leverage this federal investment 
through transformation of its technology into the private sector.    
 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
 
  

mailto:dwarner@centerstateceo.com
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STATE 

Economic Development 
 
Upstate Revitalization Fund (URF) 
The URF offers the potential for $1.5 billion in targeted investment in Upstate New York designed to 
infuse vitality into an economy that has underperformed for decades.  The URF also has the potential to 
expand the economic opportunities available to the region’s residents – a startling number of whom 
remain unemployed, under-employed, or living in poverty.  The proposal is for $1.5 billion to be divided 
among three Upstate regions for demonstrating an honest and in-depth understanding of their 
economy; a sense of creativity and vision for the future; a plan to leverage state funding into private 
sector investment and good-paying, permanent jobs; and a strong sense of consensus among the public, 
private, educational and civic sectors about their path forward.   
 
For a region like CenterState New York that has seen its share of economic misfortune, the URF presents 
a remarkable opportunity to refocus our sights on our shared future.  It also requires us to put forward 
our best and most creative ideas – ideas that will stand up alongside others in this competitive process.   
 
CenterState CEO strongly supports inclusion of the URF in the Fiscal Year 2015-16 New York State 
budget.   
 
Contact: Thomas Blanchard, Sr. Vice President and Chief Economic Development Officer 
  tblanchard@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1800 
 
NUAIR Alliance  
New York State can play an important role in building upon NUAIR's work to support the expansion of 
existing UAS sector expertise and the test site's activities in 2015 and 2016.  Now fully operational, 
NUAIR's services and economic development opportunities are poised to make significant progress in 
2015. 
 
New York‘s role in this expansion should include the following: 
• Engage New York State agencies in the planning and use of UAS to further their respective missions 

using new technologies for more efficient and economic services and performance, including the 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, NYS Department of Transportation, NYS Division of 
State Police and Department of State Homeland Security.  

• Continue the partnership for business development, expansion and attraction with Empire State 
Development.  During 2014 NUAIR established relationships with dozens of aviation and UAS-
related firms, conducted over 45 sorties (test flights) for its customers, most of whom will initiate or 
resume activities in 2015.  

• The START-UP NY program is an important attractant to UAS-related businesses and entrepreneurs 
helping to anchor this region as a center for this industry.  Proposed expansions of the Mohawk 
Valley Community College zone will include the NUAIR hangar and additional space at Griffiss 
International Airport.  Maintaining the START-UP NY Program is important as the UAS industry is in 
early growth stages in the U.S.  Continuation of the program will provide certainty for those 
businesses who are considering making longer term investments in the region.   

mailto:tblanchard@centerstateceo.com
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• Continue to provide operational funding for NUAIR and expanding capabilities, such as data 
management, to best serve and attract the UAS industry and related technologies to Central New 
York and the entire state.   NUAIR is working with CenterState CEO on the next phase of capacity 
and investment to establish New York as a preferred center of research and operations for UAS and 
its related industries and technologies.  

• Oppose any state legislation that restricts operations of UAS beyond that of federal standards.   
 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
 
Increased International Trade Opportunities - Global NY Initiatives and Development Program 
Governor Cuomo has announced the launch of a $35 million Global NY program to encourage exporting 
by more New York based companies. Global NY would provide grants and loans to help small-and 
medium-sized businesses based in the State explore new exporting opportunities or global expansion 
with financing to grow and compete.  
 
Other elements of this effort include a new partnership with the ExIm Bank which will connect small 
businesses with export financing through short-term loans of up to $500,000.  In 2015 New York State 
will be conducting trade missions to Mexico, Canada, Italy, China, Israel and Cuba.  New York’s new one-
stop shop website – global.ny.gov – provides a portal where foreign and local businesses can learn more 
about business opportunities in New York and abroad that can create jobs in New York, as well as learn 
about New York State incentive programs, such as START-UP NY.   
 
 These export related initiatives complement CenterState CEO’s Metropolitan Export Initiative.    
CenterState CEO urges the Assembly and Senate to support the inclusion of this $35 million fund in the 
Fiscal Year 2015-16 New York State budget.   
 
Contact: David Mankiewicz, Senior Vice President, Infrastructure and urban Initiatives 
  dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1942 
 
Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) 
The current BCP is set to expire on December 31, 2015.  CenterState CEO urges extension of the 
program to provide certainty for cleanup and redevelopment projects, with reforms that do not hinder 
projects in Upstate New York, where real estate values and rental rates are lower than other parts of the 
state.  The tax credits need to make sense for Upstate markets to incentivize projects that would not 
otherwise be undertaken. 
 
CenterState CEO’s supports elements of a reform package that:  

 extends the program to 2025 

 creates an expedited approval process that foregoes tax credit eligibility 

 includes state superfund “Class 2” sites in the program 

 does not exclude tangible property redevelopment tax credits for projects whose uncontaminated 
value is more than the projected site clean costs 

 
Contact: David Mankiewicz, Senior Vice President, Infrastructure and Urban Initiatives 
  dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1942 
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Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) Funding 
Given the success of the REDC approach to regionally-based economic development in New York, 
CenterState CEO supports the proposed next round of REDC funding ($150 million) and competitive 
grant process.  The collaborations between public and private sector leaders established through this 
process are delivering economic progress in Central New York and other regions, especially in Upstate. 
The Central New York Region has been awarded more than $344 million in the four rounds of REDC 
funding, winning more than any other region.   Building upon the success of the Central New York 
region’s applications, CenterState CEO looks forward to the next round of REDC projects and 
competition.  We continue to seek additional support and recognition for cross-regional and multi-
regional projects and collaboration in this year's REDC process.   
   
Contact: Thomas Blanchard, Sr. Vice President and Chief Economic Development Officer 
  tblanchard@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1800 
 
Tourism Funding and Promotion 
The I LOVE NEW YORK program has been completely rejuvenated and reenergized under Governor 
Cuomo’s administration.  Funding has reached unprecedented levels, and at the same time, the industry 
has been engaged to produce state-wide marketing success.  The REDC process provided a funding 
mechanism that helped address product development and infrastructure needs.  The marketing and 
product development needs continue to be substantial and, combined, provide the direction for 
concentrating future legislative activity.  As the state tourism program moves into the future, there will 
be a highly focused effort to coordinate state-wide tourism strategic planning, develop systems for 
funding sustainability and program communications and finally, analyze competitive models to increase 
the viability of our destination marketing infrastructure.  
 
Center State CEO supports the following actions to increase tourism in the region and state:  

 Providing  $45 million for the state’s tourism marketing campaign including a competitive  $5 million 
for marketing initiatives 

 Maintaining $25 million for the I LOVE NY campaign 

 Funding for  the new investment in Global Sports Tourism, a $600 billion industry 
 
Contact: David Holder, President, Visit Syracuse 
  dholder@visitsyracuse.com / (315) 470-1911 
 
Redevelopment of the New York State Fairgrounds 
CenterState CEO supports the proposed $50 million upgrade to the New York State Fairgrounds to 
transform it into a year-round, New York-themed theme park destination.  The fairgrounds have not had 
a significant upgrade in decades and needs this investment to compete for shows, events, attendance 
and visitor spending in the 21st century.  The new elements of a Main Street development area, new Ice 
Plex, Equestrian Park, RV park and campground, film-friendly infrastructure and use of the new Lake 
View Amphitheater for concerts present an impressive array of assets to attract more visitors and 
events. This project also enhances state and county sales tax revenue growth which is a significant offset 
to local property taxes. 
 
CenterState CEO urges the New York State Senate and Assembly to approve this important investment 
in the FY 2015-16 budget. 
 

mailto:tblanchard@centerstateceo.com
mailto:dholder@visitsyracuse.com


 

 15 

 

Contact: David Holder, President, Visit Syracuse 
  dholder@visitsyracuse.com / (315) 470-1911 
 
 
Industrial Development Authority (IDA) Reform 
The proposed Executive Budget contains potential reforms to local IDAs, based on the fact that IDAs 
provide State sales tax and other benefits as part of their benefit packages for projects without state 
oversight.  To date, no additional state approval process is required.  As IDA benefits are an important 
tool for economic development and are well administered in this region, CenterState CEO has concerns 
that these reforms will be counterproductive and inhibit use of IDA benefits.  The new proposed reforms 
would: 
1. Require a state review of state-level credits within a 45 day period.  This adds excessive time and 

more uncertainty to the project decision making process.  
2. Require that an application be determined to be “complete and in processible form” for it to be 

reviewed by the state.  This is vague and would add more uncertainty and potential delays to 
approving or denying applications.   

3. Deny approval if the assistance would provide “the project or the IDA’s agent or project operator 
with a competitive advantage over existing business in a similar industry in that area.”  Such a 
requirement is also vague and open to interpretation so as to delay processing due to clarification 
and/or denial of assistance.  

 
CenterState CEO opposes these reforms based on the concern that they will deter use of IDA benefits, 
making the difference in whether a project moves forward or not.   
 
Contact: Thomas Blanchard, Sr. Vice President and Chief Economic Development Officer 
  tblanchard@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1800 
 
A New Communities Revitalization Program 
CenterState CEO supports the creation of a program, similar to the $300 million former RESTORE NY 
program, for the purpose of demolition, rehabilitation and reconstruction of blighted and abandoned 
properties.  Most Upstate municipalities do not have the resources to revitalize vacant, abandoned, 
condemned or surplus properties that are not attractive to private developers.  The end result of a 
program such as this would be to attract residents and businesses, grow the local tax base and bring 
new economic activity to these communities, urban and village centers.  These applications could be 
administered at the regional level, open to municipal applicants who can demonstrate a level of 
matching funds.   
 
Successful projects in Downtown Syracuse that utilized this program in the past include Deys Centennial 
Plaza, the Butler Building, 121-129 West Fayette Street, the Syracuse Trust Building and the Former 
Manufacturers Hanover Building, all adding to the residential, commercial and retail renaissance of this 
region’s urban core.   
 
Contact: Merike L. Treier, Executive Director, Downtown Committee of Syracuse 
  mtreier@downtownsyracuse.com / (315) 422-8284 
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Transportation & Infrastructure 
 
Port of Oswego and Inland Port 
The capacity of the Panama Canal will double in 2015, allowing larger ships to sail directly between Asia 
and east coast ports.  Now, many of the larger ships stop on the west coast, and goods are shipped by 
rail, a more expensive travel mode, across country to the east coast.  With the expansion of the Panama 
Canal, much of that cargo can be re-routed directly to east coast ports such as the Port of New York/ 
New Jersey (PONYNJ).  An Inland Port in our region has the potential to move cargo quickly, avoid empty 
backhauls, reduce costs to shippers, and relieve congestion in the PONYNJ. 
 
A team of potential developers and sponsors are developing plans for an Inland Port near Syracuse to 
take advantage of this opportunity.  The project in CNY will be led by the Port of Oswego. 
  
The Inland Port would be constructed adjacent to freight rail lines, and include a marshalling yard for 
containers and adequate track and switching to accommodate rail freight needs.  It is believed that the 
development of the Inland Port could reduce shipping expenses by 35-40 percent for certain regional 
exporters and importers. The project should also have significant environmental and traffic benefits, by 
eliminating the need to return empty containers (or pick up empty containers) from the PONYNJ to bring 
them to CNY shippers.  The cost reduction will make the region more competitive for distribution and 
logistics providers, so it will have an impact on the region beyond those users that are just located at the 
Inland Port.  This is the type of critical infrastructure that can spur economic development and new 
employment in the region. 
 
CenterState CEO supports the $40 million investment proposed by Governor Cuomo in this 2015-16 
State Budget for the Port of Oswego Inland Port project.  
 
Contact: David Mankiewicz, Senior Vice President, Infrastructure and Urban Initiatives 
  dmankiewicz@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1942 
 
Funding for Upstate Transit 
CENTRO, and transit operations like it across Upstate New York, is in the financially challenging position 
of increasing demand for service but flat and declining revenue sources.  CENTRO has announced 
significant service cuts and eliminations in order to close a $4.5 million deficit and balance its 2015 
budget unless it receives increased state funding. 
 
Transit services are essential to business retention and economic development.  Employers locate where 
their employees are able to efficiently get to and from work.  Many individuals and households rely on 
public transit as an essential daily means to reach second, third shift and weekend jobs, at employers 
ranging from health care facilities, to manufacturers, to call service centers and many other businesses.  
These employees are often from households who have no other transportation option.  Further, the 
upcoming I-81 project and its projected multi-year construction schedule will require new and additional 
CENTRO services and routes.   
 
Transit needs its funding base increased, as well as future sustainability.  CENTRO’s funding sources are: 

 45.8 percent, New York State Operating Assistance (STOA) 

 23.8 percent, fares and contract fees 

 11 percent, federal funds 
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 9.2 percent, Mortgage Recording Tax 

 5 percent, local county matching funds 

 5 percent, other sources 
 
STOA funding in the proposed Fiscal Year 2015-16 New York State Budget and the local county portion 
remains flat again this year.  Both the Petroleum Business Tax, which contributes to STOA, and the 
Mortgage Recording Tax are in revenue decline and trending down.    
 
CenterState CEO supports the following steps to remedy this fiscal crisis and put Upstate transit systems 
into a sustainable position going forward:   
1. Provide an additional $25 million for Upstate transit operations in the Fiscal Year 2015-16 New York 

State Budget through STOA 
2. Maintain that funding in future years 
3. Index annual increases to the growth in New York State Sales Tax  

 
We respectfully urge the New York State Senate and Assembly to include these actions in the final 
budget and the Governor to approve them.   CenterState CEO is working with its members to identify 
their transit issues and advocate for state support.   
 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
 
 
Government Modernization 
 
Consensus, the Commission on Local Government Modernization 
Consensus, the Commission on Local Government Modernization, was established in 2014 with state 
funding for research to study all aspects of local government in Onondaga County.  This work is the first 
of its kind in the state.  In January 2015 Consensus released its Draft Baseline Report of data 
encompassing all levels of municipal operations and services within Onondaga County.  In 2015, the 
Commission will need and seek additional resources to carry out the next steps in its mission of public 
outreach, education and engagement, as well as delving into the data to make recommendations for 
next steps in this effort to bring more modern and efficient governmental operations to Onondaga 
County. 
 
CenterState CEO supports the provision of additional funding for ConsensUS in the Fiscal Year 2015-16 
New York State Budget.  Further, CenterState CEO supports the following related actions proposed in 
the Executive Budget: 

 Transformational Grants for one-time projects that reduce the long-term cost of local government.  
This includes financing the implementation of high quality proposals identified in the Government 
Efficiency Plans. 

 Citizen Reorganization Empowerment Grants to provide up to $100,000 for local governments to 
cover costs associated with planning and implementing local government reorganization activities. 

 Citizen Empowerment Tax Credits for local municipalities that consolidate or dissolve providing an 
annual aid bonus equal to 15 percent of the newly combined local government’s tax levy.  At least 
70 percent of this must be used for direct relief to property taxpayers. 

 Local Government Efficiency Grants continuation. 
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 Placing a cap on mandated costs for counties’ operation of juvenile facilities. 

 State assumption of Medicaid administrative responsibilities for counties. 

 Financial Restructuring Board for Local Governments, allowing municipalities to request a 
comprehensive review, and apply for loans up to $5 million per municipality for implementing 
recommendations. 

 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
 
Extending Design-Build to Municipalities 
Design-build allows a single development team to submit both the design and construction plans at the same time. 

Combining the two elements saves time and money as it improves project and construction coordination.   An 
expansion of the State's use of design-build is being proposed, based on the success of the recent 
limited use of this in several New York State major construction projects.  Expanding design-build to 
more projects, as well as to municipalities and school districts, will yield cost savings by completing 
projects in less time and more cost effectively.  Access to the design-build construction process will be a 
welcomed offset to municipalities under increasing fiscal pressures such as legacy pensions and health 
care costs.  
 
CenterState CEO supports the extension of design-build for these reasons and urges its enactment and 
adoption in practice by local governments.   
 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
 
 
Business Competitiveness 
 
Energy Reform and Regulation 
Governor Cuomo has proposed some major initiatives in the state's energy operations and regulations, 
including a review and potential reform of the Independent Systems Operators by the Public Service 
Commission.  Since it has been nearly 20 years since the deregulation of energy in the state, CenterState 
CEO supports this review and is interested in options that could reduce the overall cost of delivered 
energy in the state.   We will review the recommendations, engage with our members, and support 
those elements that enhance our competitiveness and business climate.  
 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
 
Small Business Competiveness 
Small businesses comprise 43 percent of private sector employees and 35 percent of private sector 
wages in New York.  Governor Cuomo, in his 2015 Opportunity Agenda, has proposed a number of 
actions and tax reductions to support this critical sector of the state’s economy. 
 
CenterState CEO supports these proposed actions to increase the competitiveness and reduce the cost 
of operating a small business in New York State:  

mailto:dwarner@centerstateceo.com
mailto:dwarner@centerstateceo.com
mailto:dwarner@centerstateceo.com


 

 19 

 

 Income Tax Rate Reduction – The rate for businesses who file under Article 9-A would drop from 6.5 
percent to 2.5 percent.  The rate reduction would phase in over three years, and apply to businesses 
with fewer than 100 employees and net income less than $390,000, estimated to be 42,000 
taxpayers benefitting from the new rates.  

 Create NY Business Express One-Stop Shop for Small Businesses – This will be a way to cut red 
tape, streamline processes and simplify interaction with state agencies.   

 Host A New Small Business Summit –  This summit will allow stakeholders from industry and 
government to identify challenges and opportunities together, map a plan for New York to provide 
needed assistance and help grow jobs and increase investment.   

 Appoint a New York State Chief Small Business Officer - The mission will be to coordinate state 
agencies and external stakeholders and to deliver improved services to the small business sector. 

 Create Supply Chain Support for Small and Medium-Sized Businesses – New York State will launch 
the Small and Medium Sized Enterprise (SME) Supplier Development Fund to help small businesses 
bridge the gap created by pay lag of large companies which may take up to 90 days to pay suppliers 
and other services to open the door for small and medium firms to increase their market share with 
large businesses.    

 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
 
The Martin Act 
The Martin Act is a state law that regulates securities offerings and sales in order to protect the public 
from fraud.  However, it is now recognized as a “Blue Sky Law” because it is very vague and allows for 
the investigation of companies with few limitations.  Over the last ten years, expansion of the law has 
been proposed to include suits brought by individuals.  Today this law creates new risk for companies 
looking to raise equity and creates new levels of potential liability, making New York less attractive to 
certain financial service operations.  Recent court decisions have further opened potential use and 
abuse of this law.    
 
Because the financial sector, financial services operations and publicly traded companies are important 
elements of our regional and state economy, CenterState CEO opposes expansion of the Martin Act 
because of its negative effect on the business climate.   
 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
 
Labor Law 240/241 (The Scaffold Law) 
Reform of the existing statute from absolute liability to a negligence standard would benefit the public, 
private and not for profit sectors.  All construction and renovation projects in New York State are subject 
to extraordinarily high liability costs as a direct result of this 19th Century law, the only one of its kind in 
the United States.  Most insurance carriers no longer offer coverage in New York because of this law, 
and coverage that is available is extraordinarily expensive because of the undue exposure of the 
absolute liability standard.  In addition to the benefits for the private sector of increased carriers, 
coverage options and more affordable rates, taxpayers would benefit as projects undertaken by all 
levels of government and all school districts would experience reduced costs, making taxpayer dollars go 
further and relieving some strain on municipal budgets.  CenterState CEO believes the time has come to 
move to a negligence standard. 
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Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 
  dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845 
 
Prevailing Wage Mandates 
Center State CEO continues to oppose the expansion of prevailing wage mandates to include private 
sector employers, in particular business improvement districts and utilities, treating them as public 
agencies.  Such legislation, if applied to utilities, for example, will mean increased costs will be passed on 
to ratepayers, with Upstate feeling the most significant impact.  Business Improvement Districts, due to 
limited budgets, would be forced to significantly reduce the level of services and programs they provide.   
 
Contact: Merike L. Treier, Executive Director, Downtown Committee of Syracuse 
  mtreier@downtownsyracuse.com / (315) 422-8284 
 
 
Workforce Development 
 
The Child Care Subsidy Facilitated Enrollment Program in Onondaga County 
Expansion of this program into Onondaga County will provide an important bridge for those families 
with incomes between 200 percent and 275 percent of the poverty level who are working at least 25 
hours per week.  Currently, only Oneida, Monroe and the Capital Region counties benefit from this 
valuable program in Upstate NY.  In a recent national study, New York was ranked as the least affordable 
state for full-time center-based child care.  In Onondaga County, the average annual cost is $10,500 for 
one child. When quality childhood care is available and affordable, missed working days, lost 
productivity, absenteeism and turnover are reduced, and employee productivity and retention are 
increased – all benefits to both employers and employees.  Further, quality child care and early learning 
are critical to development of our future workforce.   
 
CenterState CEO supports expansion of the program into Onondaga County in 2015.  Onondaga County 
is committed to providing child care subsidies to working families, serving nearly 4,000 families in 2014 
and directing nearly $5 million to this effort.  The proposed expansion would be funded through state 
and federal sources and is facilitated by cooperation with the Workforce Development Institute. 
 
Contact: Dominic Robinson, Vice President of Community Prosperity 
  drobinson@centerstateceo.com / (315) 708-7716   
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REGIONAL/LOCAL 

Economic Development 
 
Tourism Funding 
Visit Syracuse, formerly known as the Syracuse Convention and Visitors Bureau, is Onondaga County’s 
accredited marketing organization for tourism related economic development.  Tourism is a major driver 
of the local economy, attracting 1.7 million overnight visitors who generated $791 million in spending in 
2014.  The influx of tourism spending in Onondaga County equates to a savings of $565 in local property 
taxes per home in 2014.  The tourism industry currently supports 16,700 jobs in Onondaga County.  
 
In February 2015, a new brand and marketing campaign for Visit Syracuse was launched:  Syracuse.  Do 
Your Thing.  The new brand was based on researching customers (i. e. visitors) and will have special 
focus on attracting more Canadian visitors from the Ottawa and Toronto areas.  Visit Syracuse will seek 
funding from Onondaga County’s Room Occupancy Tax to support the various activities and marketing 
for tourism and convention promotion and attraction.   
 
Contact: David Holder, President, Visit Syracuse 
  dholder@visitsyracuse.com / (315) 470-1911 
 
Government Modernization  
 
Consensus, the Commission on Local Government Modernization 
Now that the Consensus, the Commission on Local Government Modernization, has released the 
Baseline Data Report, CenterState CEO will continue its efforts and collaboration to foster public 
education, public engagement and the in-depth examination of data for the purpose of arriving at 
proposals for a 21st Century form of local government and government operations. 
 
The Review provides a detailed snapshot of ‘Who Does What and What it Costs” in Onondaga County.  
This data will be the basis of public discussion and comment, and examination by Consensus committees 
to produce recommendations later this year.  Key findings include: 

 Residents of Onondaga County are subject to 37 unique local government combinations of county, 
towns, city, and villages.  

 Onondaga County and its local governments, other than school districts, spent a combined $1.8 
billion in 2013.  

 From 2003 to 2013, the total cost of local government in our county increased by approximately 43 
percent, compared to the rate of inflation for that period which was 29 percent.   

 
As a partner in this process, CenterState CEO will support and champion the work of the Consensus, and 
any proposed actions or recommendations that emerge from this important process, including that the 
process continue to be as open and transparent as possible.  CenterState CEO urges all stakeholders to 
be involved and included in the work of Consensus and this important opportunity to improve how local 
government operates in our community.   
 
Contact: Deborah Warner, Vice President, Public Policy and Government Relations 

dwarner@centerstateceo.com / (315) 470-1845  
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