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INTRODUCTION 

CenterState CEO is an independent and forward thinking economic development strategist, business 

leadership organization and chamber of commerce; dedicated to the success of its members and the 

prosperity of the region.  Our vision is for a vibrant and globally connected region recognized as 

a place where business thrives and people prosper.  

On behalf of our members across a twelve county region, CenterState CEO’s 2020 Legislative 

Agenda presents our organization’s New York State economic development policy and legislative 

priorities. These proposals reflect input from key constituencies, including member businesses and 

organizations, peer economic development organizations, and public policy entities such as the 

Brookings Institution, the Business Council of New York State and others.  This document is shared with 

CenterState CEO members and partners across our region and the state.   

CONTACT INFORMATION 

KEVIN SCHWAB 

Vice President, Public Policy & Government Relations |CenterState CEO 

115 W. Fayette Street | Syracuse, NY 13202 | 315.470.1944 

kschwab@centerstateceo.com | www.centerstateceo.com 

  

mailto:kschwab@centerstateceo.com
http://www.centerstateceo.com/
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POLICY PRIORITIES:  THE TOP FIVE 
 
CenterState CEO’s key policy and legislative priorities for 2020: 
 

I. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 Key Issue:  Following 2019’s proposed legislation to expand a “public works” definition to 
private projects that receive even a small amount of public funding to pay a prevailing wage 
rate set by the state, similar language is now included in FY2021 Executive Budget proposal. 
CenterState CEO opposes mandates requiring a “prevailing wage” rate set by the state on 
private projects receiving public funding. CenterState CEO supports development of a more 
equitable system to ensure benefits from these projects are aligned with community priorities.   

 
II. CLIMATE CHANGE 

 Key Issue:  In 2020, New York’s Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act starts to 
take shape.  The Climate Action Council and issue-focused committees begin the process of 
building a plan to reach ambitious milestones to dramatically reduce carbon emissions across 
the state by 2050.  CenterState CEO seeks a direct voice, through advisory committees, in 
shaping the key elements of the CLCPA that will present significant challenges and 
opportunities for our member businesses and communities across our region.   

 
III. LABOR 

 Key Issue:  Following the lead of a California law that took effect in 2019, legislators are 
expected to consider legislation to establish rights and protections for workers in the “gig 
economy.”  This could result in new employee classification for workers who are currently 
considered independent contractors.  CenterState CEO recognizes the need to address this 
issue, but urges caution to avoid the serious unintended consequences that have surfaced 
since California passed AB1 into law last year. 

 
IV. HEALTH CARE 

 Key Issue:  The New York Health Act proposes a statewide, single-payer system to achieve 
universal health care coverage in New York.  The State Legislature continues to examine this 
approach to covering the approximately 5% of state residents who are without coverage.  In 
addition, legislation has been introduced to achieve universal health care coverage and cost 
reductions within the current framework. CenterState CEO opposes legislation to create a 
state-level single-payer health care system, however can support a plan to provide 
universal coverage, as long as it preserves freedom of choice for our members to select the 
health insurance provider. 

 
V. TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE 

 Key Issue:  Achieving a Record of Decision on the redevelopment of Interstate 81 through 
Syracuse.  In 2020, the NYS Department of Transportation continues its work toward I-81 
redevelopment with its anticipated Draft Environmental Impact Statement and preferred 
project recommendation, an additional public comment period and an anticipated final 
Environmental Impact Statement on this critical project for our community. CenterState CEO 
supports a “community grid plus” solution for this project and urges NYSDOT to achieve a 
Record of Decision on this project in 2020. 
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NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 
 
 
BUSINESS COMPETITIVENESS 
CenterState CEO supports continued efforts to control the growth of the New York State budget 
to levels below the general rate of inflation and reduce taxes in an effort to enhance the 
competitiveness of businesses throughout the state.   
 

 Small Business Tax Cut:  CenterState CEO supports the governor’s proposal to reduce the 
state income tax rate on small general business corporations from the current 6.5% to 4%.  
Further, CenterState CEO encourages the state to consider expansion of this proposal to 
include LLC’s, LLP’s and s-corporations that fall within the same net income thresholds.   

 SALT Deductions:  CenterState CEO supports efforts at the state and federal levels to 
counter the impact of federal limitations on state and local tax exemptions. 

 2020 Census Funding:  CenterState CEO supports additional state funding to ensure an 
accurate statewide count in the 2020 federal census process. 

 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
CenterState CEO recognizes the critical importance of climate change impacts on businesses and 
residents across the region, state, nationally and globally. How we choose to address climate 
change presents unique challenges and new opportunities. CenterState CEO is committed to 
working to mitigate these challenges and maximize unique opportunities for the region.   
 

 Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA):  CenterState CEO and its 
members will work proactively with the state administration and legislative leaders to 
inform the work of the state’s Climate Action Council and its associated committees to 
achieve important carbon reduction goals while maintaining or enhancing the region’s 
business competitiveness. CenterState CEO seeks a direct voice through advisory 
committees in shaping the key CLCPA elements that will have present significant challenges 
and opportunities for our member businesses and communities across our region.   
o Specific CenterState CEO concerns include:  

 Impacts on industries that require high-energy usage that have no viable 
technological alternatives. 

 Clean and alternative energy sources that were excluded from the law, for 
example:  biofuels, waste-to-energy and nuclear energy. 

 Opportunities and incentives for New York state companies to develop new 
technologies to meet key CLCPA requirements in: energy-efficient buildings, 
clean energy generation, energy distribution, energy storage and more. 

 Transportation and Climate Initiative (TCI): New York State is one of a dozen states 
participating in the development of a regional initiative to tax carbon based fuels used 
by the transportation sector and to use those funds to invest in cleaner transportation, 
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healthier communities, and more resilient infrastructure. The TCI will be taking shape during 
2020, with legislation anticipated to implement the initiative being considered in 2021, 
and implementation taking place in 2022. CEO will closely monitor the development of 
the TCI and will look to actively participate with its members in deliberations on this policy 
during the coming year.  

 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Enhancing economic growth is critical to our vision of Syracuse and the CenterState region as a 
place where business thrives and people prosper.  CenterState CEO and our members actively 
support strategies and initiatives that expand our regional economy.   
 

 Prevailing Wage for Private Projects:  CenterState CEO opposes mandates requiring a 

“prevailing wage” rate set by the state on private projects receiving public funding. 

CenterState CEO supports the development of a more equitable system to ensure benefits 

from these projects are aligned with community priorities. 

 Regional Economic Development Councils (REDC):  CenterState CEO recognizes the 
tremendously positive impact the REDC process has had on regional economic growth in 
Central New York and across the state.  We support the governor’s proposal to continue 
REDC funding with a $750 million allocation in the FY2021 budget. 

 Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI):  Through its first four rounds, the DRI has been a 
catalyst for growth in several Central New York communities, including:  Auburn, Cortland, 
Oswego and Fulton.  We support the governor’s proposal for a fifth round of DRI with a 
$100 million allocation in the FY2021 budget. 

 Enhancing New York’s Historic Preservation Tax Credit (HPTC):  New York’s HPTC has had 
a tremendous impact on our region, driving hundreds of millions of dollars in new private 
investments that would not have been economically feasible without this critical support, 
most notably the nationally-recognized restoration of the Hotel Syracuse.  To further the 
benefit of this credit, CenterState CEO supports legislation to enhance the transferability 
of these credits, and to increase their impact for smaller projects with a value of less than 
$5 million. 

 New York State Film Production Tax Credit:  With steadily increasing growth in the film 
industry in Central New York and across upstate, we urge the governor and the legislature 
to maintain the film production tax credit at its current level for upstate.  With a mature 
film industry presence in the New York City area, the reduction in this credit proposed in 
the executive budget should have little effect there, but the impact upstate could be much 
more significant. 

 
 
HEALTH CARE 
CenterState CEO supports efforts to achieve universal health care coverage in New York while 
maintaining high levels of care, addressing costs and recognizing the valuable contributions of the 
health care industry to our regional economy.   
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 The New York Health Act:  CenterState CEO has significant concerns about this proposal to 
create a statewide, single-payer system.  Due to the dramatic impacts this legislation 
promises for health care access, delivery, our regional economy and our state’s business 
competitiveness, this is an issue that would be most effectively addressed at a national 
level.  Beyond the New York Health Act, there is legislation that has been introduced in 
Albany to achieve universal health care coverage and cost reductions within the current 
operating framework.  

 Medicaid Reform:  CenterState CEO supports the convening of a new Medicaid Redesign 
Team (MRT II) to develop recommendations to reduce New York’s highest-in-the-nation 
Medicaid costs.  CenterState CEO urges this MRT II to focus on structural reforms that will 
maintain access to high-quality care while avoiding additional taxes on employer-
provided health care plans.   

 Medicaid Costs (Local Governments):  CenterState CEO opposes proposals to pass 
additional costs for Medicaid onto county governments. The share paid by county 
governments in New York is higher than any state in the nation, and that burden should not 
be increased. This would increase New York’s already high cost of property taxes, 
challenge our state’s economic competitiveness and undermine the progress we have seen 
in recent years to address the local property tax burden.  

 
 
HOUSING 
CenterState CEO recognizes the importance of high quality housing options available to residents 
across the income spectrum, something that is vital to the health of our region and the ability of 
people to prosper.  With this in mind, we support policies that encourage the development and 
rehabilitation of residential units available to all, resulting in a competitive housing market.   
 

 Good Cause Eviction:  CenterState CEO opposes this legislation as it was introduced in the 
2019 legislative session.  While it is necessary to make sure that tenants’ rights are 
protected and there are readily-available avenues for resolution of tenant-landlord 
disputes, this legislation, as proposed, would lead to serious unintended consequences 
including suppression of the development of new rental units, significantly increased 
difficulty in obtaining financing to rehabilitate or update aging units and, ultimately, 
higher apartment rental rates across New York. 

 Dedicated Funding for Land Banks:  CenterState CEO supports the creation of a 
dedicated funding stream to reliably resource the work of New York’s land banks.  Land 
Banks established in Syracuse and Onondaga County, and in other regions of the state, 
are an effective tool for addressing tax delinquent properties by repairing and managing 
residential and commercial properties that would otherwise languish as tax delinquent or 
be sold at auction without consideration for the qualification or intent of new buyers. 
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LABOR 
With changes in business, technology and lifestyle occurring at a more rapid pace than ever, 
CenterState CEO supports policies that allow businesses and the workforce to adapt while 
maintaining an attractive and safe work environment.   
 

 Protections for “Gig Economy” Workers:  Workers in the “gig economy” enjoy 
unprecedented work flexibility and the opportunity to earn income in ways that simply 
didn’t exist even a few years ago. With this new type of work comes new challenges, 
including the need to provide protections for workers who do not meet the definition of 
traditional employees. CenterState CEO recognizes the need to address this issue, but 
urges caution to avoid the very serious unintended consequences that have surfaced since 
California passed AB5 into law, in early 2019. New York has been an innovative leader 
in this space providing valuable protections for transportation “gig workers” through the 
NYS Black Car Fund, while maintaining workers’ independent status; we encourage the 
adoption of similarly innovative approaches for other areas of the “gig economy.” 

 
 
TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE 
Our region’s network of transportation and infrastructure assets are vital components of our 
economy.  An emphasis on strategic investment, maintenance and improvement of these assets 
provides the foundation for our businesses and institutions to compete successfully on a national 
and global level.   
 

 Interstate 81:  Achieving a Record of Decision on the redevelopment of Interstate 81 

through Syracuse.  In 2020, the NYS Department of Transportation continues its work 

toward I-81 redevelopment with its anticipated Draft Environmental Impact Statement and 

preferred project recommendation, an additional public comment period and an 

anticipated final Environmental Impact Statement on this critical project for our community.   

 Funding for Upstate Public Transit:  Over the years, upstate’s public transit systems have 
suffered from persistently diminished state and local funding.  Funding allocations have 
not kept pace with operational costs and the changing needs of riders.  While there was 
meaningful progress in the most recent budget cycle, upstate transit operators continue to 
lack the reliable, dedicated funding sources available to downstate non-MTA operators. 
CenterState CEO joins Centro and other upstate transit systems in seeking an increase in 
state operating assistance, from the proposed 4.2% to 13%.  This will provide a two-year 
parity between downstate and upstate systems.   In addition, regarding the Capital 
Program for upstate and downstate transit, Centro and its New York transit partners 
describe the need to invest $1.7 billion over the next 5 years to improve transit 
infrastructure, including the replacement of aging buses. 

 Upstate Airport Economic Development and Revitalization Competition – Round II:  
CenterState CEO supports a proposed second round of this effort to revitalize airports 
across upstate, increasing their value as regional economic catalysts, while improving 
passenger experience, airport efficiency, operations and competitiveness.   
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 DOT Capital Plan:  CenterState CEO supports the governor’s proposal to implement a 
two-year, $11.9 billion plan for improvements to transportation infrastructure across the 
state, representing a $3 billion increase compared to the previous cycle.   
 

 
UNMANNED SYSTEMS 
Unmanned systems is a rapidly growing, global industry sector.  With high concentrations of 
business, talent and infrastructure assets in the Syracuse region and the Mohawk Valley, New 
York has emerged as a global leader in a field that is creating hundreds of new jobs, locally, 
every year – with the promise of more to come.  CenterState CEO encourages continued 
investment in the infrastructure and talent necessary to solidify New York’s leadership position in 
unmanned systems. 
 

 Skydome:  CenterState CEO supports the governor’s proposal to invest $9 million to 
establish Skydome – an unmanned aerial systems experimentation and test facility, at 
Griffiss International Airport, in Rome.  This unique facility will allow year-round indoor 
research to support the safe introduction of new UAS technologies.   

 NYS Office of Unmanned Systems:  CenterState CEO urges the creation of an office of 
Unmanned Systems to lead advocacy and promotion of New York’s unmanned systems 
infrastructure as well as coordination of state agency utilization of unmanned technologies.   

 
 
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
A well-trained workforce is essential if we are to achieve our vision of region where business 
succeeds and people prosper.  With more than 4,000 open positions in Central New York and a 
looming crisis of pending retirements among baby boomers in the skilled trades, investment and 
innovation in workforce development are needed to reach these goals.   
 

 Syracuse STEAM School:  CenterState CEO strongly supports the funding and creation of 
New York’s first-of-its-kind comprehensive regional education and training center, in 
Syracuse, with a focus on science, technology, engineering, arts and math.  The full 
restoration and modernization of the former Central Tech High School will also create the 
dual-benefit of providing an anchor for investments identified in the Syracuse Surge while 
educating students from across Onondaga County.   

 Tax Credits for Talent Attraction:  To attract needed talent from out-of-state, New York 
should consider the creation of dedicated tax credits for businesses that:  
o Establish employer-assisted home buying programs. 
o Create tuition reimbursement programs. 
o Invest in recruitment, including contracting with professional recruiters. 
o Develop programs to identify, match and train workers from non-traditional labor 

pools.   
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