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More than 800 business and community leaders attended the record-breaking CenterState CEO 2011 

Economic Forecast Luncheon to hear CenterState CEO President Robert Simpson and Hugh Johnson, 

chairman, Hugh Johnson Advisors LLC, identify the challenges and trends that had an impact on the economy 

in 2010 and outline trends, opportunities and challenges for 2011.  M&T Bank is the Presenting Sponsor of this 

year’s forecast.  

CenterState CEO’s annual forecast, released 

at the event, was compiled with the help of 

106 CenterState CEO members-executives, 

representing 14 business sectors and 12 

counties.  They met with CenterState CEO 

staff to develop the Forecast’s findings and 

identify major trends that will impact the 

regional economy during 2011.   

“This year’s CenterState Economic 

Forecast is particularly relevant because 

it comes directly from our members 

at a time of transition in our economy; 

they’re the local experts who are 

running businesses here every day,” said 

CenterState CEO President Rob Simpson. 

”Based on their input, the signs for 2011 

indicate that we should anticipate modest, 

but steady, job growth and improving overall business performance in the region.”

For 2011, the CenterState Economic Forecast identifies several opportunities across sectors:

•  Confidence is slowly returning, not only in industrial sectors but in consumer spending and personal 

tourism as well.

•  Many of the executives surveyed shared a sense of optimism that recent focus on cost controls will lead 

to increased profits as business and consumer spending picks up.

•  Higher education and health care are expected to continue to drive a tremendous amount of economic 

activity in our region – with major institutions around our region planning to invest hundreds of millions 

of dollars in their facilities over the next year.

•  Employers expect job counts to rise modestly in 2011. 
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See page 6 for exhibitor and ticket information.

hugh Johnson, chairman, hugh Johnson advisors LLC, delivers the keynote 

address during the CenterState CeO economic forecast Luncheon.  Johnson said, 

“Consumer spending and employment should expand through 2012.”
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The second Annual Meeting of CenterState CEO drew 1,100 people to the War Memorial, in Syracuse.  

Attendees heard a keynote address delivered by Scott Case, CEO of the Startup America Partnership, who 

discussed the importance of entrepreneurship in our economy.  Brand-Yourself won the grand prize in the New 

York’s Creative Core© $250,000 Emerging Business Competition and five companies received CEO Business of 

the Year Awards. 

In his remarks, CenterState CEO President Robert M. Simpson focused on the organization’s highlights from 

the last year and challenged 

the audience to become 

engaged to accelerate 

economic growth. 

Simpson noted that, over 

the past year, CenterState 

CEO successfully attracted 

four new growth oriented 

companies, relocating from 

Toronto, Canada; Hamburg, 

Germany; Cleveland; and 

Silicon Valley. Additionally, 

The Tech Garden is, for the 

first time, at full occupancy 

with 37 companies, 150 

employees and more than 

$5 million in payroll. Looking ahead, Simpson said it’s important to build on this progress.

“Our members play a vital role in accelerating the growth of our regional economy,” said Simpson.  “We 

must all engage, through collective action, in the shared enterprise of growing this region. Whether it’s 

writing a letter to an elected leader, or mentoring an emerging business, we must all make the commitment to 

improving our region.”
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Startup America Partnership CEO Scott Case delivered a clear message on the integral role entrepreneurship 

plays in today’s economy – “100 percent of all net new jobs are created by emerging businesses, and 

companies in their first year create an average of three million jobs per year. They are the greatest 

job generators in today’s economy.” 

continued on page 3

Brand-Yourself Wins New York’s Creative Core©  

$250,000 Emerging Business Competition

Please turn to page 8

CenterState CeO President rob Simpson asks, by a show of hands, who among the audience is willing to 

work harder to advance our community’s progress.
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The Tech Garden, an affiliate of CenterState CEO, is Syracuse’s living laboratory for entrepreneurship.  

Recently, four Tech Garden companies received new funding and recognition as promising high growth 

ventures.  The companies, all started by Syracuse University students or graduates, are part of The Tech 

Garden’s innovation ecosystem. As a result, they are taking business ideas germinated in college and growing 

them into successful businesses.  

Brand-Yourself.com

Brand-Yourself is the 2011 winner of the Creative Core Emerging Business Competition’s $200,000 grand prize 

and a prime example of a student idea turned into a thriving startup. Brand-Yourself 

started turning its business plan into a scalable company while taking part in The 

Tech Garden’s Student Sandbox. The company is now a full-time tenant with offices 

in The Tech Garden and 10 full-time employees. Brand-Yourself’s technology makes it easy for people to 

control how they are perceived online from their Google results to their social networking profiles, and helps 

them network by tapping the data of the social web. 

Helios 
Helios, LLC, of Syracuse, took first place in the New York State Business Plan 

Competition, held last month, in Albany. Helios beat 20 student-led teams from across 

New York winning a $40,000 grand prize; they received an additional $10,000 for 

winning the contest’s healthcare track. This summer, the company takes up residence 

at The Tech Garden’s Student Sandbox to further develop its ultraviolet technology 

to sterilize medical equipment. The Tech Garden’s collaborative environment 

has connected Tech Garden resident Haledyne with Helios.  Haledyne’s R&D experts, principals 
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Tech Garden companies Bear FruiT

The Tech Garden Grows: 

 98% occupancy 

 36 companies supporting 150 employees

 $5+ million in payroll

 55 startups incubated to date

 400+ high tech startups mentored

 17 companies in the Clean Tech Center NYSERDA portfolio have 

attracted $7.4 million in external capital since 2009

 $1.8 million invested in Sandbox since 2009

 55 student enterprises being incubated this summer in the 

Sandbox, representing 23 student ventures

 285+ members of Tech Meetup

The Tech Garden’s mission is to stimulate high-tech entrepreneurship, 

foster the development of emerging growth companies, and support 

technology commercialization throughout the region. Start-up 

technology businesses are offered business plan assistance, mentoring 

and marketing advice, targeted referrals, networking opportunities and 

state-of-the-art office space from which to grow their businesses. 

continued on page 10
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Preparations are underway for the all-new CenterState 

Business Showcase, presented by Time Warner Business 

Class, featuring five new, interactive elements.  Exhibitors and 

attendees will be able to take advantage of new opportunities to 

demonstrate, network, learn and interact. For complimentary 

admission tickets see page 9. 

Arrive at the show early and join us for Coffee 

with CEO from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.  Meet Rob 

Simpson and senior staff while enjoying a cup of 

coffee courtesy of Lockheed Martin.

National Grid is once again offering 

scholarships to green technology companies 

interested in participating in this year’s 

Showcase.  Contact Beth Savicki at  

bsavicki@centerstateceo.com for details.

 Thank you to Delaney Moving & Storage, Inc. 

who will be onsite at the Fairgrounds to provide 

move in day assistance.

Check out the new, interactive highlights:

HIGH ALTITUDE B2B

Take part in High Altitude B2B for face-to-face discussions, 45 minutes each, with industry leaders and 

experts on strategic methods to enhance your business. A list of topics for this and CEO TV is on page 9.

CEO TV
CEO TV features live programming which will be broadcast throughout the Toyota Exhibition Center and 

online at www.centerstateceo.com. Each segment will include three experts discussing a topic with a 

moderator from YNN. Interspersed throughout CEO TV programming will be the $250,000 Emerging Business 

Competition semi- finalists’ pitches.

SHARK TANK

Meet and watch the top 10 semi-finalists from the New York’s Creative Core $250,000 Emerging Business 

Competition make their live pitch to a panel of judges. While all of these companies are impressive, only half 

will make it through to the final round. Just one will claim the competition’s grand prize. 
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2011 CenterState BuSineSS ShowCaSe: 

Get notiCed. Get ConneCted.

continued on page 9

CenterState Ceo annual 

MeetinG – april 12

Featuring the prestigious Business of the Year awards and NY’s 

Creative Core $250,000 Emerging Business Competition winner.

See page 18 for ticket information.

centerState ceO economic Development manager mitchell Patterson 

networks with representatives from contemporary Personnel Staffing, inc. at 

last year’s business Show.

the centerState business Showcase is presented by:
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In an important new partnership with CenterState CEO, New York state’s leading lender of Small Business 

Administration 504 loans moved into The Tech Garden several months ago as an anchor tenant and is already 

making a difference for CEO members.  

New York Business Development Corporation (NYBDC) – a collaboration of 127 New York banks – provides 

loans that help to start, sustain and grow small businesses.  NYBDC works with banks to assist companies 

that have difficulty obtaining conventional 

financing and provides aggressive 

economic development loan financing 

packages for small business expansion 

projects.  

 “NYBDC is committed to serving small 

businesses at all stages of development,” 

said Patrick J. MacKrell, president and 

CEO of NYBDC.  “We’re here to contribute 

our capital to promote opportunity and 

prosperity in Central New York and our 

partnership with CenterState CEO helps to 

make that happen.” 

Recently, NYBDC worked with Lamacchia 

Honda, on Syracuse’s historic Automobile 

Row, to finance a 26,000 square foot expansion and renovation.  The $5 million project was critical for the 

continued competitiveness of the region’s oldest Honda dealership.  NYBDC worked with Lamacchia to 

develop a package of financing through the SBA 504 program and conventional financing.  M&T Bank and the 

City of Syracuse assisted with the project, as well.  
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Lamacchia honda, a CenterState CeO member since 1974, benefited from financing 
options provided by nYbdC to expand and renovate their facility on Syracuse’s Auto 
row.

don’T miss The ceo  
annual clambaKe, auGusT 4
Hinerwadel’s Grove, 5300 W. Taft Road, No. Syracuse – 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Join nearly 1,000 CenterState CEO members for great food, music and fun!

Music by At Your Request DJ Service; Caricatures by JP Crangle

Enter to win 2 Round-Trip Tickets to anywhere in the Continental U.S.,  

courtesy of JetBlue Airways!  Drawing at 8:30 p.m.  Must be present to win.

Cost:  $60 for CenterState CEO members; $70 for non-members. 

For more information call Sharon Grabosky at (315) 470-1870. 

It’s Not Too Late!
Register Today!

centerstateceo.com/events
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PUBLICATION DETAILS

CEO Essentials is published in 4-color process 

(CMYK). Ads MUST be in digital format with 

attached color proof or matchprint. Deliver file 

to CEO via E-Mail, CD or FTP (contact us for 

FTP access).
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the month preceding publication issue.

FILE FORMATS ACCEPTED

Adobe InDesign, Adobe Photoshop, Adobe 

Illustrator, or press-quality PDF (PDF 

X-1/a:2001). Ad composition, layout and design 

available at an extra charge.

Full bleed ads should be built with a 1⁄8” (0.125”) 

bleed on all sides. The safe area is 1⁄4” in from 

the trim on all sides. Trim marks should be 12 

points from the finished product.
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Full 7 9⁄10” x 9 4⁄5” $795 $715 $675 $595 3 V/1  2 V/1  2 H/1 
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Advertising in CEO Essentials will put your business in front of 4,000 member businesses each month. Published 12 times a year, this newsletter 

reaches the region’s top decision makers and their staff. CEO Essentials is a full color publication that highlights member activities and regional 

development. In addition to hard copy circulations, this newsletter is also emailed to more than 3,500 members each month. Member surveys show 

that nearly 92% of our members thoroughly read each issue. Contact Beth Savicki at bsavicki@centerstateceo.com  to increase your visibility at an 

affordable cost.
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